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TITLE V PT]BLIC ORDE& SAFETY, A}ID IIEALTH

CTIAPTERS RABIES CONTROL

Purpose
Duty to Report

Confinement
Penalty

-8-1 The purpose of this regulation is to establish specific procedures and
requirements to enable the Sac County Board of Health to effectively carry out fiuctions relating to
rabies contol which are imposed upon it by Iowa Code Cbapter 351. This regulation is intended to
be consistent with the purposes and procedures oflowa Code Chapter 351.

D REPO It shall be the duty ofthe owner of any dog, cat or other animal
which has bitten or attacked a persoD, or any person baving knowledge of such bite ot attaclg to
report this act to the Health Depafiment or a law enforcement official. Any law enforcement
official receiving such information shall report it immediatety to the Health Deparhent. To the
extent such matters arc not privileged, it shall be the duty ofphysicians and veterinarians to report to
the Sac County Health Departnent the existence of any animal known or suspected to be sutrering
from rabies.

5-8-3

l. When the Sac County Health Deparhent receives information that zuch a p€rson has
been bitten by an animal or that an animal is suspected of having rabies, it she sldgr tde ownet to
confine the 61i66! ia 1foe manner it direcs for 14 days. If the owner fails to conEne such animal in
the manner dtected, the animal sha'll be apprehended and impormded. At the end of the obssvation
period if the owner pays the costs of impormdmen! the Health Officer may retum the animal to its
owner. Otherwise, the animal shall Ss fuumansly destroyed.

2. If the animal involved is a dog or car, with no apparent owner, the Health officer sharl
have the animal confned for rabies observation

3. when these sundard proce&,es witl tbreaten the health of a victim sf animar attac( the
Health officer may order destruction and laboratory examination of an owned animal. However,
!!is -cgn 

only be ordered on request of the victim's physician and advice of Iowa State oepa.ment of
Health penonnel' and then only if the victim or their parent or guardian r€quests such ation and
agrees to hold harmless and indernni$, sac county for any damage caused by ,uia u.tioo.

4. Thrc owner of any enimal rcasonabry subjected to the foregoing procedures shall pay aI
costs resulting from apprehension, confnement, examination and/or de-stuction. Any person
directed to pay under rhis paragraph shal[ if demand is made in writing within ttirry iloj auy, or
written notification by the County of damage assessed be entitled to a hlring ro aeterrnine fialifity
and damages under this ordinance.

5. If at any time the code of Iowa is amended to specis a shorter time period than 14 days
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for rabies observation, the provision of rhis ordinance shall automatically change to become
consistent with that Code.

5-8-4 - PENALTY. Anyone violating this chapter shall be subject to the provisions of Section
I -1-1 ofthe Sac Cormty Code of Ordinances.
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