
RESOLUTIO\' RECO(;\IZI]iG THE EFFORTS OF THE IO\1'.\ CRI}II\.\L APPEALS
SECTIO\ OF THE IO\I'A ATTORNEY GENER{L'S OFFICE

Sac Countv Board of Supervisors Resolution 2025 - b7a1 L
A resolution by Sac County to recognize and commend the dedicated eftbrts of the Iowa

criminal Appeals Section u'ithin the lowa Atromey General's office for their vital role in
upholding criminal convictions. supporting victims. and advancing justice across the state.

WHEREAS, the lowa Criminal Appeals Section strives to preserve the criminal
convictions and sentences secured by county attorneys and state prosecutors, ensuring that Ioua's
most violent otTenders remain accountable while sat'eguarding citizens' constitutional righs: and

WHEREAS, by specializing in appellatc r.+'ork, thc artomeys in the Criminal Appeals
Scction handle an extraordinarily high volume of cases efliciently and professionally. including
direct criminal appeals. sexually violent predator commitment appeals. and state post-convicrion
appeals, regularly presenting oral arguments befbre the lowa Court of Appeals and the lowa
Supreme Court, and beyond appellate advocacy, the section collaborates with local prosecutors by
providing invaluable training, support. and legal advice; and

wHf,R-EAs. the atromeys in the Criminal Appeals Section stand as unsung heroes in the
criminaljustice process----operating away from the frontlines ofprosecution and public spotlight-
by diligently laboring in the trenches of legal researoh and advocacy to combat procedural
challenges. possessing kcen intcllect and cxceptional abilities that enable them to perform a
specialized role in appellate advocacy. a demanding endeavor that not every attomey is equipped
to undertake, let alone execute with the unparalleled proliciency demonstrated by the members of
the Criminal Appeals Section: and

$'IrEREAS. although Sac county experiences r'ewer criminal appeals to the Iowa
Supreme Court compared to more populous counties, such matters do arise. and the expertise of
the criminal Appeals Section is indispensable in def'ending these convictions: and

wHf,REAS. in a recent Sac County case involving the sexual abuse of a young child, the
victim sutl'ered protbund anxicty and stress ovcr the possibility of having to relivc thc horritjc
experience through additional testimony if the conviction wcre overturncd on appeal antl

WHER-EAS. rhe Sac county Attomey reassured the young victim and her thmily that lowa
Attomey General Brenna Bird has assembled the most intelligent. industrious. and devoted
professionals in the Criminal Appeals Section to det'end such convictions vigorously, w.orking
tirelessly to ensure the verdict endures and to prevent the need lbr the victim to endure further
trauma: and



WHEREAS, this reassurance that the best and brightest legal advocates were championing
the victim's cause rendered the *ait tbr the appellate decision less disconcerting. mitigating the

anxiety. nen'ousness, and dread experienced by the victim and her family throughout the pendency

olthe appeall and

II'IIEREAS, this solace stems t'rum the profound confidencc in knowing that the foremost
legal expens are diligently saleguarding the outcomes of justice. thereby sparing vulnerable
individuals irom the anguish of revisiting their deepest hardships: and

WHEREAS, the unwavering commitment of the lowa Criminal Appeals Section
exemplifies the highest standards of public service. meriting greater recognition and celebration
lor their contributions to Sac County and the State of lowa.

NOW, THERE FORE, BE lT RESOI,VED. Sac County hereby recognizes and

commends the lowa Criminal Appeals Section ol the Iowa Attomey ceneral's oftice lbr their
exemplary eftbrs in def'ending criminal convictions, supponing victims, and strcngthening the
criminal justice systcm.

BE rr FURTTTER RESOLI'ED. that a copy of this resolution shall be tbrr.r'arded to the
lowa Attomey Ceneral's Office as a token of Sac County's appreciation and gratitude.

Bf, IT FURTHER Rf,,SOL\'trD. that this resolution shall take effect immediately upon
its adoption.

ADOPTED TIIIS 29T}I D{\' OF.IT't,\'. 2025.

Ranell Drake. Chairperson

\\'issler. Board Member
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es Dowling. Coun yA ltorBoard


